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What Is Tenugui?What Is Tenugui?What Is Tenugui?What Is Tenugui?What Is Tenugui?

Tenugui has been a very familiar and useful tool for the
Japanese people since the Edo period (1600-1800).

It is a thin Japanese towel made from 100% cotton. The uses
for tenugui over the years have been as handkerchiefs, hand
towels, bandages and even headwear. Over the last 100 year
years or more, the tenugui has been given as business cards,
greeting cards and a small gift for store openings. The printing
process is done much the same way it was done for hundreds
of years.

Traditionally, the size of the tenugui is 35cm x 90cm. The mo-
tifs are mostly of Japanese imagines but today the tenugui has
taken on a more contemporary feeling. Recently, people have
used them as presents, tapestries and other ways of decorat-
ing their homes. With the increased design motifs and the con-
temporary artistic expression, tenugui has now become more
than a hand towel but has become a true piece of Japanese
art. In Tokyo and around all of Japan there are stores and
even art galleries that sell only tenugui, many in limited editions.

The tenugui that you see today are part of a 3,000 piece col-
lection from the Woodman/Shimko Design Gallery which has
been collecting these pieces since 1996.

Arigato!

A Special Thanks to Woody Shimko of the Woodman/Shimko Design Gallery for making this exhibition of Japanese tenugui possible.



Rebecca Arnoldi
Occupy Winter
mixed media on paper, 5.5 x 8.5"  $19.

Joan Barron
Joy - Joy - Joy, 2011
wood block print, glitter, trim   $100.
Represented by Hilda Neily Gallery

Midge Battelle
untitled, 2011
upcycled, found material,505 x 8.5"  $100.

Heather Blume
Peace in Provincetown, 2011
gouache on hand-made paper, 6 x 4"  $50.

Sally Brophy
Solstice Birds, 2011
wood block print, 6 x 5"
$100. 100% to PAAM
Represented by Kobalt Gallery

Gail Browne
West End Rooftops, 2011
white-line wood block print, 6 x 8"  $400.
Represented by Gail Browne Gallery

Victoria Casciato
San Francisco Ocean, 2011
photograph, 4 x 6"  $5.

Albert Corliss
untitled, 2011
construction, photograph, 5 x 6.5"  $25.

Barbara Ford Doyle
His House is in the Village, 2011
photo pigment transfer on Arches 88 paper
$40.  Represented by www.ArtSynergies.com

Paula Draper
Joyous Holiday to You, 2011
watercolor on 3 cards, 5 x 7"
$60. for all 3 cards

Brendan Ben Feeney
Star of Wonder
indigeonous materials from Cape Cod
5 x 3.5"
$75.

Elizabeth Fleeson
Letter to Santa
decoupage on paper, 4.5 x 6.5"  NFS

Joe Fiorello
untitled, 2011
mixed media, 6.5 x 4.75"  NFS

David Foley
untitled, 2011
linoleum block print, 3.5 x 4.25"  $4.50

Dave Genest
Out with the Old In with the New
graphite on paper, 8 x 11"  $75.

Kate Grozier
Mr. & Mrs. Cardinal
white-line wood block print, 5 x 7"  $10.

Laurel Guadazno
Holiday Greetings from Provincetown, 2011
pop-up paper collage, 5.5 x 8.5"  NFS

Suzanne Harding
untitled, 2011
collage, 7 x 6"  $75.

Glenna Hartwell
Joyeux Noël
molded paper, oil, acrylic, gold, ornaments
5.5 x 4.5"  $100.

Conny Hatch
Provincetown Soltice, 2011
wood block print, 5.5 x 7"
$100. 100% to PAAM
Represented by Kobalt Gallery

Sharon Hayes
Celebrate, 2011
collage on paper, 5 x 7"  $7.
Represented by Yankee Ingenuity

Jody Johnson
Strings, 2011
wire, mixed media on paper, 7.25 x 5.25"  $15.

Rachel Ellis Kaufman
Christmas Ballerina, 1959
linoleum block print, 7 x 6"  $175.

Julia Kelly
Cottages in Paradise
printed card of a painting, 9 x 6"  NFS

Lorraine Kujawa
Christmas Swan, 2011
white-line wood block print, 6 x 7.5"  $150.

Susan Kurtzman
Hanukkah, 2011
mixed media, 7 x 5"  $8.
Represented by Jobi Pottery

Richard Lacasse
A Holiday Hell...o!
masonite, cones, wire, foam, 5 x 8"  $39.95

Jane Lincoln
Jingle Bells, 2011
silkscreen print, 8.5 x 11"  $125.

Christa Marquez
Abundance, 2011
wood block print, 5 x 5"  $35.
Represented by Tamarack Gallery

Kendall McCall
Provincetown Yule
graphite, watercolor, 8 x 11"  $150.

Pat Medina
Peace, 2011
colored pencil on card stock, 5.25 x 7.25"  $30.

Deb Mell
Holiday Portrait
mixed media, 6.5 x 7"
$100.  100% to PAAM

Pasquale Natale
untitled (tree)
collage of corrugated cardboard, 12 x 12"  NFS

Blossom S. Newman
Happy Holidays, 2011
mixed media on paper, 4 x 6"  $30.
Represented by Cottontail Art Gallery

Jane Paradise
An iPhone Christmas, 2011
photograph, 4 x 6"  $5.

Elisabeth Pearl
Good Tidings, 2011
oil on canvas mounted on recycled paper  $85.

Claudia Piehler
December Days
collage, watercolor on paper, 7 x 5"  $40.

Liana Piehler
Winter Night #1, 2011
white-line wood block print, 6.25 x 4.25"  $40.
Represented by Will O' the Wisp, Truro

Jaye Phillips
My Windows in December, 2011
pigment print, hand lettering
.25 x 7.25"  $10.

Siân Robertson
Postmarked Greeting, 2011
old postage stamps, ribbon on paper
5 x 7"  $25.

Jane Rowe
Partridge in a Pear Tree, 2011
white-line wood block print, collage
7.25 x 6.5"  NFS

Brenda Silva
Off Season
oil on canvas on card stock, 5.5 x 8"  $200.
Represented by Cortile Gallery

Tim Winn
Holiday Song, 2011
mixed media on card stock, 8.5 x 9.5"  $25.
Represented by Gallery Ehva

Rachel White
Plum Blossoms
watercolor on tea-dyed paper, 5 x 7"  $12.
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Please Note: Several of the following tenugui are
displayed in the Museum Store.

New Year’s Day
The most popular day for Japanese people
to visit the Shrines is New Years Day. The
animals of the Chinese calendar are en route.
$225.

LOVE
Universal meaning for anytime of the year.
$225.

Merry X’mas For You.
The meaning is there in a funny Japanese way.
$225.

Winter Wonderland
Children play in the snow in a Northern
Japanese village.
$225.

Geishas and Hello Kitty
Skiing in Hello Kitty kimono.
$225.

Golden Snowflakes
A simple Christmas tree with reindeer below.
$225.

Santa On Break
Santa walks a small side street in Kyoto
$225.

Santa At Work
Santa flies over Mt. Fuji
$225.

Santa On Roof Top
The small symbol at the top means “Hot Spring”,
needed after a cold night.
$225.

Santa Presents His Gift
Under a holiday mobile, a polite Santa offers his gift.
$225.

TENUGUITENUGUITENUGUITENUGUITENUGUI
from JAPJAPJAPJAPJAPANANANANAN

A Modern Winter Scene
Color is everything!
$225.

Winter Year Round
In Northern Japan birds live most of the year
in snow.
$225.

Happy New Year
A modern version of the 12
Chinese New Year’s animals.
$225.

Snow And Pines
A winter scene in traditional Japanese simplicity.
$225.

Winter In Kyoto
Shown from above, umbrellas are carried
down a cobble stone street in the snow.
$225.

The Golden Pavilion
A winter scene in Kyoto.
$225.

Christmas Time At Home
Christmas lights are used to
 celebrate the holiday.
$225.

Santa At Work
Just the top of his hat and his foot prints
 tell the whole story.
$225.

The Changing Of The Year (diptych)
A Tokyo artist in his late 80’s has created the
passing of one year and the coming of another
with the marching of priests.
$475.

Reindeers
A mosaic of reindeers
$225.

Tree In Snow
Small bunny in the snow as a
few flakes with eyes drift down.
$225.


